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Members Present Members Absent 
Jerry Hutchens, Vice Chairman 
Teresa Swain 
Steve Brown 
Dean Swaim 
Mark Hollar 

Barry Hennings, Chairman  
Athalee Dinkins 
 

 
Others Present: Guest 
Mike Poston, Services & Development Director   Tim Swain 
Dawn Vallieres, County Planner 
 

Call To Order 
 
 Jerry Hutchens called the Meeting to order at 7 PM. 
The attendance and quorum were noted. 
 

Alternate Board Member 
 
A quorum was present. There were no alternates needed at this meeting. 
 

Minutes Approved 
 
The Board voted 5 - 0 to approve May 14, 2012 Minutes as submitted.  The April 9, 2012 minutes 
were tabled until next meeting. 
 

Public Comments 
 
There were no public comments at this meeting. 
 

Old Business 
 
Subdivision Ordinance Amendment  
To add Section 101.14.6 – Certificate Disclosure for Private Road Access/ Maintenance 
 
Director Mike Poston spoke on the need for requiring the Certificate of Road Access/Maintenance 
when there is a private easement for access when it is not going to be a publicly maintained 
road.  For major subdivision roads it is presumed that the State would take over once a certain 
density is reached.  The County does not have authority to own, maintain or pave roads. The 
disclosure statement gives an idea of who is accepting responsibility.  
 
In taking a look at the subdivision ordinance we have found some items that need addressing. 
Staff may bring to you, instead of piecemeal one by one; we would like to identify any concerns. 
The last time we updated was 2009.  Christopher Ong, when he was here, started the process, 
we have a draft copy just cleaning up and clarifying the ordinance.  We want to get that to you 
as on grouping. Unless the Board has any more questions or concerns of a more immediate 
nature on that.  
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New Business 
 
Staffing Changes: 
Director, Michael Poston, started May 30th. He has been working in Catawba County for the last 
5 years. Dawn you met at the last meeting.  Bob will still be assisting with our department a few 
days a month through January working on some projects. He will be helping out as we need 
during our transition. 
 
Development Activities: 
Director Mike Poston said we do not have anything besides the auction house that just received a 
CUP, other than minor subdivisions and some exempt recombinations.   
 
Board member Steve Brown- Changing the subject a little bit…Several meetings ago we 
discovered that we had different zoning ordinances.   Board needs updated ordinances. 
Discussion ensued as members checked dates of their copies. 
 
Director Mike Poston - Latest ordinance was 2011, we will be providing the Board with updated 
ordinances.  We will work on getting that to the Board as soon as possible. 
 
Vice Chair Jerry Hutchens- Does anyone on the planning board have any comments or questions 
on that? 
 
Board member Mark Hollar - I have a question for the Board about the 1500 feet. 
Where is the rule, in the zoning ordinance?  
 
Director Mike Poston – I believe it is in the subdivision ordinance- Installation of improvements, 
page 14, Section 91.01- Water Lines.  It says 1500 feet where the public water supply is not 
reasonably accessible.  It would be up to the planning board to determine reasonably accessible. 
From staff’s perspective, we would just inform the Board that water lines are within 1500 feet of 
the subdivision. Especially a major subdivision, we would have the planning board take a look at 
the issue, we can gather the information. 
 
Board member Mark Hollar- If you have a proposed subdivision separated from the waterline by 
an interstate highway, but it is within 1500 ft, you can’t cross the interstate with the water line, I 
think that would fall under not reasonably accessible. 
 
Director Mike Poston – That would have to come to the attention of the Board and maybe that 
would help the Board make that determination. We would describe the issue and that would help 
the Board make the decision. 
 
Board member Teresa Swain- “Do we have an issue?” 
 
Board member Steve Brown- “Do you have a hypothetical property?” 
 
Board member Mark Hollar – That is the property right there.   
 
Director Mike Poston - What the subdivision a 1500 buffer around the subdivision.  There is some 
ability for the planning board to talk about whether it is reasonably accessible.  I don’t know if 
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that has been an issue that the Board has ever had to consider.  Reasonably accessible is a large 
bit of information, staff would collect this information; it would be up to the board to determine. 
 
Board member Mark Hollar- Section 71.03.5 (page 11) Is this a loophole?  Should a private street 
be extended to serve 9 or more lots? 
 
Director Mike Poston- “ No, not currently, if a private street is extended and will be servicing 9 or 
more lots, that would trigger improvements, or if it is created and will be serving 9 or more lots.” 
 
The Board indicated that they wanted Mike Poston to ask Bob Clark if he checked with the county 
attorney on the access and maintenance agreement. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
Jerry Hutchens called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Teresa Swain motioned to adjourn. 
 
Dean Swaim seconded the motion. 
 
The Board voted 5 - 0 to adjourn. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Dawn Vallieres 
County Planner 
 
 
Approved __________________ 
 
 
__________________________ 
Chairman 
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