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Members Present Members Absent 

Barry Hennings, Chairman  

Jerry Hutchens, Vice Chairman 

Teresa Swain 

Steve Brown 

Dean Swaim (Alternate) 

 

Mark Hollar (Alternate) 

Others Present: Guest 

Mike Poston, Services & Development Director   None 

Dawn Vallieres, County Planner 

 

Call To Order 

 

 Chairman Barry Hennings called the Meeting to order at 7 PM. 

The attendance and quorum were noted. 

 

Alternate Board Member 

 

A quorum was present. There were no alternates needed at this meeting. 

 

Minutes Approved 

 

The Board voted 5 - 0 to approve the June 11, 2012 Minutes as submitted.  The April 9, 

2012 minutes were tabled until next meeting. 

 

Public Comments 
 

There were no public comments at this meeting. 

 

Old Business 

 

It was decided that the old business would be handled under new business. 

 

New Business 

 

Director Michael Poston led the discussion on recommending changes to the zoning 

ordinance.  Some are simple housekeeping issues such as grammar, etc.  Other issues are 

where we have made decisions based on limited direction.  Staff had sent a memo out to 

the Board outlining these issues. 

 

1. The Board discussed internet sweepstakes, licensing, fees.  The County 

Commissioners would have to apply for state collection if they wanted to charge 

fees.  Any regulations would only apply outside of the municipalities. All 4 

municipalities already have internet sweepstakes.  A Board member asked if there 
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was any benefit to the citizens.  There was discussion on the subject, including 

that the General Assembly has tried to close the loophole legalizing the internet 

gambling.  It was pointed out that residents can easily drive into the municipalities 

to access internet gambling.  The Board asked staff to do a comparison of what 

surrounding counties have done. 

 

2. The Board discussed impacts to the community from temporary events such as 

traffic, waste services, and electric services, hours, noise generated.  Director 

Michael Poston brought up environmental health permits, NCDOT temporary 

driveway permits, and parking.  The Board thought it would be a good idea to 

have a list of items that need to be addressed if someone is planning an event.   

 

3. LED signs were discussed, along with potential hazards. LED billboards were 

also discussed, clearing ROW of shrubbery, the state has allowed for existing 

billboards to be changed to digital by right. Staff will prepare pictures and sample 

ordinance wording for next meeting. 

 

4. Solar Farms were discussed.  Director Michael Poston described how they are 

usually set-up. These are usually done as a lease.  There is not a lot of impact.  He 

urged the Board to consider requiring a Conditional Use Permit for this type of 

land use. We would want to see driveway connections, setbacks for arrays. It is 

important to require removal of all equipment when the operation ends.  What 

zoning categories would we consider allowing it in?   

 

5. Incremental development and potential problems were discussed briefly. 

 

6. Mixed Use Developments are likely to need infrastructure improvements but there 

is no option for zoning to permit multiple uses on the same parcel of land.  The 

developer would have to go through rezoning(s).  

 

7. Motocross definition was discussed.  Where does the operation cross the line from 

private to a commercial operation?   

 

8. Using the North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) was 

discussed. Table of uses do not include every conceivable land use.  The 

definitions section of our ordinance makes reference to the NAICS and we 

currently use it in making determinations if a proposed use is similar to an 

allowed use.  Staff would like to see this policy decision clarified in the zoning 

ordinance.   

 

9. Lots of record less than minimum size that existed prior to zoning in MI, HB, & 

CB were discussed.  Owners are permitted to build on smaller than minimum 

residential lots if they can meet setbacks for single family structures, but the 
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zoning ordinance is silent regarding lots of record less than minimum size that 

existed prior to zoning in MI, HB, & CB.  The Board asked how many lots? What 

is the magnitude of the issue?  Staff will check and see. 

 

10.  Rights of Way versus easements were discussed.  There are fewer problems with 

right of way.  Easements will likely never have the option of being taken over by 

NCDOT for maintenance.    

 

11. The zoning ordinance references a certificate (for disclosure of a private road) but 

we do not have one.  We would like to come back before the Board with some 

language to include in the Subdivision Ordinance. 

The Board asked that staff please bring back information. 

 

Board Comments 

 

Chairman Barry Hennings asked how recreation was coming at the 5D area.  Director 

Michael Poston answered that we were approved for the next funding cycle.  We are 1 of 

15 future projects but the governor still needs to sign off so it is not definite. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Chairman Barry Hennings called for a motion to adjourn.  

 

The motion was made and seconded. The Board voted 5 - 0 to adjourn. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Dawn Vallieres 

Secretary to the Planning Board 

 

 

Approved __________________ 

 

 

__________________________ 

Chairman 


