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Practice Your Fire

Escape Plan.
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EXIT DRILLS IN
THE HOME

Once a home fire es-
cape plan has been de-
veloped, each family
member should partici-
pate in a drill. You
should practice your
home fire escape plan
at least twice a year.

Fire Safety Tips

Have everyone go to
their bedroom and
close the door.

Someone sounds the
alarm.

Crawl low under
smoke to door.

Test door with back of
hand to see if it is hot.

Yadkin County EM5

Brent Hawks

Operations Director

Keith Vestal
Personnel/Training

Coordinator

P.O. Box 998
201 East Cherry Street
Yadkinville, NC 27055

Phone - 336-679-4232
Fax - 336-679-7646

FIRE PREVENTION

If so, do not open. Go
to alternate route.

Go to meeting place
outside.

One person calls emer-
gency number.

Upcoming Events [ Deadlines

Overview of the NC Response Rating System Class

(Planning & Permits Building Conference Room)

Fire Chief's Association Meeting - Lone Hickory VFD

Fire & Rescue Association Meeting - East Bend VFD

December 3, 2005

January 4, 2006
January 19, 2006
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Yadkin County Vol. Fire & Rescue Association

Donald Hawks Dale Potts Larry Matthews
President Secretary Chaplin
Patrick Long Neil Trivette

Vice - President Treasurer
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Salety & Your Tree
e Natural Trees should be cut at a 45° angle at the base and placed in water.
e Place tree away from sources of heat.
e Use only non-flammable decorations.
e Use only lighting listed by an approved testing laboratory.
e Inspect lights for frayed wire or other defects before use.
e Do not leave lights on unattended.
e When trees become dry, discard promptly.
—————————————————————————————— ’

NC FOI’BSI SBI’V]CB “Burning Permits Online - www.dir.state.nc.us™

Jeff Higgins
County Ranger

John Kessler
Asst. County Ranger

P.O. Box 433

Yadkinville, NC 27055
679-894| Fax 679-2151
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NC Forest Service Fire Wise
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Holiday Plants - Make Your Holiday Safe

Donnie Martin, EMT-P Supervisor

Family gatherings, special traditions and delicious treats make this the most wonderful time of the year espe-
cially for children.

However there are a few things to keep in mind to make sure it is a safe time of the year as well.

Plants are a holiday tradition that add color to the season. They can also add some hazards that are not to

wonderful. Poinsettia’s are probably the most popular holiday plant. They have a bad reputation for causing
an upset stomach, nausea and vomiting when eaten. The plant has bitter tasting leaves that makes it difficult
for a child to eat large quantities of the leaves but they are eaten and do cause problems.

The Mistletoe plant is toxic and often the white berries are eaten by small children and pets. This can cause
an upset stomach, nausea and vomiting. Keep fallen leaves and berries off the floor to avoid them being eaten
by children and pets.

Holly berries are bright red and add color to the home. That makes holy berries attractive to children and
can cause stomach aches.

The Jerusalem Cherry, Rosary Pea, Angel wings and the Dumb Cane are among the most dangerous holiday
plants to children. Ingesting these plants can cause fever, severe upset stomach, diarrhea, vomiting and a rash.
They can also cause intense burning of the lips, mouth and throat. Rosary Pea or the Jequirity Bean has been

used as both as a human and animal poison. Chewing the bean can cause severe stomach aches, vomiting and
bloody diarrhea. This can potentially be life threatening.

Other plants commonly found in the home are Amaryllis, Christmas cactus, Christmas trees and Christmas
Lillie’s. All of which can be harmful if ingested in quantity.

Should your child eat any of these or other plants it is important for you to act quickly, says, Lisa Miller
Emergency Department Manager at Hoots Memorial Hospital. The emergency department staff can contact
the North Carolina Poison Control while treating a patient that has ingested a toxic plant. “They can give us
specific treatments for any of the plants especially the exotic species that people have in their home.

If there is a serious medical condition occurring you can also call 91| for EMS. Paramedics will respond and
begin treatment on scene and en-route to the Emergency Department and can be in contact with poison
control as well by phone. According to Donnie Martin, Paramedic Supervisor most of the poisonings are
avoidable with just a little prevention in the home. Keep plants with berries up high away from small children
and pets, pick up fallen leaves and berries off the floor. Know what plants you have in your home.

Other poisonings are avoidable as well. With relatives traveling away from home they often leave their medi-
cines on a night stand or in a bathroom, making them easily accessible to children. Medicines that seniors
take are often not in child-resistant closures, allowing a child to open them with little difficulty. These poison-
ing can be fatal to the child in small quantities. Cardiac medications can be toxic in small amounts says Para-
medic Martin. Care should be taken in the home to prevent these medicines and others away from children.

The holidays are a wonderful time of the year. With a little effort they can be a safe and healthy time to en-
joy.
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Winter Storms - Are You Prepared?
Dale Trivelte, Emergency Management Coordinator

Wintertime is upon us once again and while it may be a mild winter, we should be prepared for anything
Mother Nature may throw at us. You should:

¢ Be prepared at home by having sufficient heating fuel; regular fuel sources may be cut off. For
example, store a good supply of dry, seasoned wood for your fireplace or wood-burning stove.

¢ Have a 3-7 day supply of water (Il gallon per person per day)

¢ Have Pre-cooked, non-perishable foods, such as canned meats, granola bars, instant soup &
cereals, etc.

¢ Be prepared on the road by carrying blankets and/or sleeping bags, de-icer, sand to improve trac-
tion, and a shovel.

¢ Dress for the weather - Wear several layers of loose fitting, lightweight, warm clothing rather
than one layer of heavy clothing. The outer garments should be tightly woven and water repellent.
Wear mittens, which are warmer than gloves. Wear a hat. Cover your mouth with a scarf to pro-
tect your lungs.

¢ Listen to your radio, television, or NOAA Weather Radio for weather reports and emergency
information.

¢ Avoid overexertion. Overexertion can bring on a heart attack - a major cause of death in the win-
ter.

¢ Watch for signs of frostbite. These include loss of feeling and white or pale appearance in ex-
tremities such as fingers, toes, ear lobes, and the tip of the nose. If symptoms are detected, get
medical help immediately.

¢ Watch for signs of hypothermia. These include uncontrollable shivering, memory loss, disorienta-
tion, incoherence, slurred speech, drowsiness, and apparent exhaustion. If symptoms of hypother-
mia are detected, get the victim to a warm location, remove wet clothing, warm the center of the
body first, and give warm, non-alcoholic beverages if the victim is conscious. Get medical help as
soon as possible.

In the event you respond to a major incident remember to document everything you do includ-
ing:

Type of equipment used

Amount of time equipment was in use

Any supplies used

All man-hours involved
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Winter Storms - Occurrences by Stale

Winter Storm Occurrences by State

Winter Storm Oecurrences
by Siate
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Winter Storm Fire Safety - U.5. Fire Administration

SOME TYPES OF FIRE RELATED HAZARDS PRESENT DURING AND AFTER A WINTER
STORM.

Alternative heating devices used incorrectly create fire hazards.

Damaged or downed utility lines can present a fire and life safety hazard.

Water damaged appliances and utilities can be electrically charged.

Frozen water pipes can burst and cause safety hazards.

Leaking gas lines, damaged or leaking gas propane containers, and leaking vehicle gas tanks
may explode or ignite.

¢ Generators are often used during power outages. Generators that are not properly used
and maintained can be hazardous.
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TRAINING

A Firefighter | & Il class will begin in January 2006. The classes will be held on Monday and
Wednesday nights with some Saturday classes. Yadkinville VFD, Boonville VFD and the Yad-
kin County Rescue Squad will be hosting the classes. A minimum of |10 students will be
needed to hold the classes.

FIRE REPORTING - 101

Before submitting fire reports to my office, please conduct an audit report . Once this is
completed, correct any errors. It is very important to submit accurate reports to NCDOI.

NEWS LETTER INFORMATION

Submit news letter information to Eddie Weatherman

eweatherman@yadkincounty.gov

To receive a copy of the news letter, send email request.

Yadkin County The Yadkin County Fire Marshal’s Office is proud to
. , serve the citizens of Yadkin County by promoting the

Fire Marshal’s Office importance of fire safety through education, inspec-

tions and investigations. The Fire Marshal’s Office

P. O. Box 1002 functions under the direction of the County Manager
213 East Elm Street and the Board of County Commissioners. The Fire
Yadkinville, NC 27055 Marshal’s Office is responsible for various duties

which include:
Phone: 336-679-4231
Fax: 336-679-2443 « County Fire Inspection Program
E-mail: eweatherman@yadkincounty.gov e Fire/Arson Investigations
e Budget Preparation
e Coordination between County Government and
County Fire Departments
e Fire Prevention Programs
e Response to Emergency Situations

REMEMBERING
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
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