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Stay Safe This Severe Weather Season!

NORTH CAROLINA SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK
MAarcH 1 1™ — MARCH 17™

As we approach severe weather season, now is a good time to review some
weather safety rules.

e Flash Flooding

Flash floods and floods are the number one weather related killer across the United
States. For more information on floods and flash floods please visit:
www. floodsafety.noaa.gov

If driving, DO NOT DRIVE THROUGH FLOODED AREAS! Even if it looks shal-
low enough to cross. The large majority of deaths due to flash flooding are due to peo-

ple driving through flooded areas. Water only one foot deep can displace 1500 pounds!
Two feet of water can easily carry most vehicles. Roadways concealed by floodwaters

may not be intact.

If caught outside, move to higher ground immediately! Avoid small rivers or streams,
low spots, culverts, or ravines. Do not try to walk through flowing water more than an-
kle deep, as it only takes six inches of water to knock you off your feet. Do not allow
children to play around streams, drainage ditches or viaducts, storm drains, or other
flooded areas.

e Lightning

Lightning kills more people in an average year than tornadoes. Although Severe Thun-
derstorm Warnings are NOT issued for lightning, you should move to shelter when
thunder is heard as lightning can strike 10 to 15 miles away from where the rain is fal-
ling. For more information about lightning safety, visit:
www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov

If outside, go to a safe shelter immediately, such as a sturdy building. A hard top vehicle
with the windows up can also offer fair protection. If you are boating or swimming, get
out of the water immediately and move to a safe shelter away from the water. During a
thunderstorm you should avoid isolated trees or other tall objects, bodies or water,
sheds, fences, convertible automobiles, tractors, and motorcycles. If inside, stay off
corded phones, computers and other electrical equipment that put you in direct contact
with electricity or plumbing. When inside, wait 30 minutes after the last strike, before
going out again.

"Continued on page 3”



“Fire

Fast”

FIRE PREVENTION

This 1s Fire!

Every day Americans experience the horror of fire. But most people don't under-
stand fire. Only when we know the true nature of fire can we prepare ourselves
and our families. Each year more than 4,000 Americans die and approximately
25,000 are injured in fires, many of which could be prevented.

The United States Fire Administration (USFA), a division of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA), believes that fire deaths can be reduced by
teaching people the basic facts about fire.

Fire is FAST! There is little time!

In less than 30 seconds a small flame can get completely out of control and turn
into a major fire. It only takes minutes for thick black smoke to fill a house. In
minutes, a house can be engulfed in flames. Most fires occur in the home when
people are asleep. If you wake up to a fire, you won't have time to grab valuables
because fire spreads too quickly and the smoke is too thick. There is only time to
escape.

Source: US Fire Administration
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Burning Permits

Get Your Burning Permits Online
www.dfr.state.nc.us

Upcoming Events / Deadlines
L ——— s

o Fire Chief's Association Meeting - East Bend VFD April 4, 2007

¢ Ist Responder Committee Meeting - Yadkin Campus SCC April | I, 2007
e Fire & Rescue Association Meeting - Courtney VFD April 19, 2007
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Severe Weather Awareness Continued:

e Thunderstorm Winds

A Severe Thunderstorm Warning means 58 mile per hour winds or greater, or penny size hail or larger are expected. Se-
vere Thunderstorm winds can be stronger than most tornadoes across our area. Damaging Severe Thunderstorm winds
are more common than tornadoes, and can overturn mobile homes, tear roofs of homes and buildings, and can uproot
trees. Therefore, it is important that you take shelter, preferably in a basement, and stay away from windows during a
Severe Thunderstorm Warning.

e Tornado Safety

A Tornado Warning is issued by the National Weather Service when a tornado has been sighted, or indicated by Doppler
radar. In a home or building, move to the basement and get under a sturdy piece of furniture. If no basement is available,
move to a small interior room away from windows on the lowest floor and get under something sturdy. Mobile homes
offer little protection from tornadoes. You should leave a mobile home for more sturdy shelter. Never try to outrun a tor-
nado in your car; instead leave it immediately for safe shelter. If no shelter is nearby, lie in ditch with your head covered.
Do NOT seek shelter under a highway bridge or overpass!

e Heat Safety

Heat kills by taxing the human body beyond its abilities. In a normal year, about 175 Americans succumb to the de-
mands of summer heat. In the 40-year period from 1936 through 1975, nearly 20,000 people were killed in the United
States by the effects of heat and solar radiation.

To protect yourself from the dangers of heat this summer, follow these safety tips:

Slow down. Strenuous activities should be reduced, eliminated, or rescheduled to the coolest time of the day. Dress for
summer. Lightweight light-colored clothing reflects heat and sunlight, and helps your body maintain normal tempera-
tures. Drink plenty of water or other non-alcohol fluids. Your body needs water to keep cool. Drink plenty of fluids
even if you don’t feel thirsty. Spend more time in air-conditioned places. Air conditioning in homes and other build-
ings markedly reduces danger from the heat. Don’t get too much sun. Sunburn makes the job of heat dissipation that
much more difficult.

e NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards

Perhaps the best thing you can do to prepare for the dangers of severe weather is to stay informed. The quickest method
of receiving potentially life-saving National Weather Service warnings is by owning a NOAA Weather Radio All-
Hazards (NWR).

NWR broadcasts warnings for all types of hazards — including natural (such as tornadoes), environmental (such as
chemical releases), and public safety (such as AMBER alert).

Weather Radios can be purchased at most electronic and large retail stores. They are battery powered so alerts can be
received even when power is out. Most models now have the ability to program specific counties to be alerted.

Submitted By: Phil Hysell, National Weather Service
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Forbush Fire Department
Submitted By: Dale Couch
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The Forbush Volunteer Fire Department ended the 2006 Year with a total of 372 alarms.
Medical Emergencies made up 139 of the total calls.

Forbush held their annual awards banquet and appreciation dinner on January 6, 2007 and
would like to thank The Depot and Yadkin Valley Seafood for assisting with the meal.

Award Recipients are as follows:
Firefighter Of The Year - Tony Gagliardi
First Responder Of The Year - Ricky Doub
Rookie Of The Year - Marc Thomas

Cadet Of The Year - Scott Trivette

Two Honorary Members were Recognized:
Sandy Wilborn - 26 Years of Service

Chris Groce - 21 Years of Service

An appreciation award was given to Guy E. "Buddy" Hutchens for 43 years of service and 15
Years as Fire Chief. Buddy served as Fire Chief from 1991 - 2006.
Two members received the Chief's award for 2006.

Derek Cornelius and Sam Hughes received the award for their dedication and many hours
of service with NFIRS Reporting and Records Management System software.



FRONTIER ENERGY

Natural gas is one of the safest energies available and
Frontier Energy is doing its part to keep it that way. Please
follow these practical rules for using natural gas wisely.

* If you notice a slight gas odor, check your pilot lights. Natural gas is
odorless, but we've added an unpleasant smell for your protection and
detection. The faint odor of natural gas near an appliance simply may
mean the pilot light has gone out. Contact your Service Technician
should you need assistance.

» |f the odor is strong and persistent, leave the premises immediately.
DO NOT light a match, switch on or off anything electrical or use the

telephone. Go to the nearest telephone and call Frontier Energy, day or
night, af 336-526-2690 or 800-537-2545. Our Technician will

respond and perform a thorough inspection.

* Please rememiber to take
great care before digging or
excavating near buried gas
lines. Underground gas lines
should be located and
marked before any digging
begins and any digging near
the piping should be done with hand tools. Please contact
Morth Carelina One Call at 1-800-632-4949 o request under-
ground gas lines be located and marked. North Carolina One
Call operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 345 days a
yvear and is free of charge.

Frontier Energy...Serving Your Community
1927 N. Bridge St. » Elkin, NC 28621  338.526.2690 or 800.537.2545
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boonville Fire Department
Submitted By: Danny Smith
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Boonville Fire Department
PO Box 100
Boonville NC 2701 |
336-367-3018
336-367-3379 fax

Boonville | 3@hotmail.com

In December the Boonville Fire Department handed out annual awards.
Cadet of the Year — Greg Mathis
First Responder of the Year - Zeke Reece
Spark Plug of the Year — Billy Wagoner
Officer’s Choice Award - Justin Wagoner

Most Active of the Year - Billy Wagoner

Fireman of the Year - Billy Wagoner

| / i { \ )
Pictured (left to right) Billy Wagoner, Zeke Reece and Justin Welborn (Not pictured) Greg Mathis
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Preparing for a Nuclear Power Station Incident
Submitted By: Dale Trivetie, Emergency Management Director

When you think of Yadkin County, you probably don’t think of Nuclear Power Stations. However,
the southwest corner of the county falls within the 50-mile ingestion pathway zone (IPZ) of the
McGuire Nuclear Station.

The McGuire Station, located on Lake Norman
in Mecklenburg County, began commercial op-
erations in 1981. Built at a cost of $2 billion the
station has a capacity of 2,200 megawatts. It is a
pressurized water reactor and uses uranium
dioxide for fuel.

Designed with safety and security in mind, nu-
clear power plants are among the most secure
facilities in the world today. They are designed
and constructed to withstand tremendous physical forces such as earthquakes and tornados. They
have redundant safety systems and multiple barriers to protect the public and employees. The
McGuire plant is designed to withstand a direct hit from a large commercial jetliner without a release
of radiation.

In the remote chance that a release of radiation might someday occur, plans are in place to deal with
such an occurrence. In the event of an accident at the McGuire Nuclear Station, the agricultural
community including home gardeners, livestock owners, farmers, food processors and water supply
agencies within the 50-mile IPZ of the facility will be notified of areas that may be contaminated and
advised of protective actions necessary to reduce the risk of contamination to farm livestock, agricul-
tural products, and water supplies. The major areas of concern are: Dairies and Dairy Processing
Plants; Food Processors and Water Reservoirs/Water Intake points.

Yadkin County Emergency Management is planning to participate in a one-day training and tabletop
exercise on reacting to an accidental release of radiation from a nuclear station. This training will be
held on March 8, 2007 at the conclusion of the Spring Emergency Management conference. This
training/exercise will help prepare us for an upcoming McGuire Nuclear Station 2-Day Plume and
Ingestion Pathway Exercise scheduled for October 2007.

& &
ottt : oHlait
ey FY 2007 Assistance to Ay

—— lirefighters Grants Workshop —

Tuesday, February 13, 2007
[redell County Agriculture Center
444 Bristol Drive, Room 110, Statesville, NC 28677
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
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Driver Response Plan

* It’s not a race!
- Safe is more important than fast!

« Stop at red lights and stop signs!

NO EXCUSES!
* If they don’t get out of your way — don’t run
them over!
THINK and REACT CAREFULLY!
L= & FEMA

NEWS LETTER INFORMATION

Submit news letter information to Eddie Weatherman
eweatherman@yadkincountync.gov

To receive a copy of the news letter, send email request.

Yadkin County

Fire Marshal’s Office
P. O. Box 1002

213 East Elm Street
Yadkinville, NC 27055
Phone: 336-679-423 |

Fax: 336-679-2443

E-mail: eweatherman@yadkincountync.gov

REMEMBERING
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
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