
Statewide Burning Ban Temporarily Lifted 
 

Fire Safety Tips 2 

Events/ Deadlines 2 

Smoking & Home 
Fires 

3 

Ask the  
Fire Marshal 

4 

2008 Vol. Fire  
Department Fund 

4 

16 Firefighter Life 
Safety Initiatives 

5 

Forbush VFD News 6 

Yadkin County Fire Marshal’s Office 
     THE FLAME 
                Emergency Services News Letter 

F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 0 8   

The statewide burning ban which had been in effect since October 15, 2007 was 
temporarily lifted on January 2, 2008. While not ending the drought, recent rains 
have significantly reduced the danger of wildfires. State Forestry officials says lift-
ing the burning ban will allow people to conduct burning under controlled condi-
tions. This will allow burning to reduce buildup of vegetation which could fuel fu-
ture fires. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources and its Divi-
sion of Forest Resources will be monitoring conditions to determine if the burn-
ing ban will need to be reinstated. The burning ban could be reinstated if the 
wildfire activity increases and the states continues to receive below normal rain-
fall. Even though the burning ban has been lifted, citizens should use caution when 
conducting open burning. Here are some safety rules to follow: 
 
• Follow local burning regulations. 
• Don’t burn on dry, windy days. 
• Keep tools available to control the fire such as; a garden hose, bucket, rake 

and shovel.  
• Always maintain watch over the fire until it has been extinguished. 
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County just outside 
of Dobson with his 
wife Cindy and two 
daughters, Lauren 
and Charleigh.  
Travis has been in-
volved in the Fire 
Service since 1988 
starting at RJR in the Fire Brigade and First Response 
and is currently a member and officer at Central 
Surry VFD. Travis has already met some of the Fire 
Chiefs and firefighters and says he is looking forward 
to working with them. 

Travis Williams was hired 
as a Fire Prevention In-
spector for Yadkin 
County. Travis will be 
working under the Build-
ing Inspections Depart-
ment. Travis grew up in 
Yadkin County. and has 
worked for RJR, Sunland 
Fire Protection and For-
syth County. He is cur-
rently certified as a Fire 
Prevention Inspector 
Level I. He lives in Surry  

Travis Williams, New Fire Inspector  
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NC Forest Service Burning Permits 

Fire Safety Tips 
In the event of a fire, remember time is the biggest enemy and every second 
counts! 
 
Escape first, then call for help. Develop a home fire escape plan and desig-
nate a meeting place outside. Make sure everyone in the family knows two 
ways to escape from every room. Practice feeling your way out with your 
eyes closed. Never stand up in a fire, always crawl low under the smoke 
and try to keep your mouth covered. Never return to a burning building for 
any reason; it may cost you your life. 
 
Finally, having a working smoke alarm dramatically increases your chances 
of surviving a fire. And remember to practice a home escape plan frequently 
with your family. 
 
This message is brought to you by the United States Fire Administration  

 

Get Your Burning Permits Online 
www.dfr.state.nc.us 

Upcoming Events / Deadlines 
• Fire Chief’s Association Meeting - TBA                            April 2, 2008 

• 1st Responder Committee Meeting - Yadkin Campus SCC     April 16, 2008 

• Fire & Rescue Association Meeting - Forbush VFD                  April 17, 2008 

 

 

 

“Time is  

the 

biggest 

enemy” 



YADKIN COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL SUPPORTS 
 THE U.S. FIRE ADMINISTRATION’S  

SMOKING & HOME FIRES CAMPAIGN  
Encouraging Smokers to Put it Out. All the Way. Every Time 

Smoking is the number one cause of home fire deaths. To prevent these deaths, the U.S. Fire Admini-

stration (USFA), a division of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is launching a nation-

wide Smoking & Home Fires Campaign designed to raise awareness and stop home fires caused by smok-

ing before they start. The Yadkin County Fire Marshal is supporting this important effort to help save 

lives. 

The USFA’s Smoking & Home Fires Campaign is aimed at alerting people, especially smokers and those 

who live with them, to the fact that careless smoking is the number one cause of preventable home fire 

deaths. The goal is to prevent fire deaths by urging smokers to Put it Out.  All the Way. Every time. The 

campaign will promote fire-safe smoking practices through educational materials, community organiza-

tion-sponsored events and a consumer-friendly campaign Web site. 

“Most fires caused by smoking materials start on beds, furniture, or in trash,” said Tom Olshanski, 

spokesperson for the U.S. Fire Administration. “It’s not just the smokers that are killed in these fires.  

In fact, one in four people killed in these kinds of fires were not the smokers themselves.” On average, 

1,000 people are killed in smoking-related home fires every year and most people are asleep when the 

fires occur.  

Smoke-related fires can be prevented by taking a few simple precautions. Smokers and those who live 

with smokers should ensure the following: 

• Smokers should smoke outside and use ashtrays with a wide, stable base that won’t tip over. 

• Always make sure cigarettes and ashes are out. 

• Never toss hot cigarette butts or ashes in the trash. 

• Soak cigarette butts and ashes in water before throwing them away. 

• Chairs and sofas burn fast so never put ashtrays on them and check for cigarettes under cushions if   

      people have been smoking in your home. 

• If you are drowsy or falling asleep, put it out.  Smoking in bed is just plain wrong. 
 
For more information on the Smoking & Home Fires Campaign and other fire prevention informa-

tion, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov/smoking.  
 

If You Smoke, Put it Out.  All the Way.  Every Time. 

P A G E  3  



 

What is our Response Plan for severe weather or other events that affect a 
majority of  Yadkin County? 
 
This plan was developed to reduce radio traffic during emergencies that affect a majority of Yadkin 
County such as; winter storms, thunder storms, etc. 
 

•  If an event affects a majority of Yadkin County and Communications begins to get several calls, all de-
partments will be dispatched to have someone to monitor the telephone at each station. 

 
• All Departments will be assigned one Incident Number for routine calls for the duration of the event. 

 
• All routine calls will be dispatched by telephone if possible. 

 
• Log all calls you respond to. (Location, trucks, personnel, times and what task was performed). 

 
• Limit radio traffic on Dispatch frequency for emergencies only. 

 
• A routine response should be stressed on all trees down, power lines down or even on fire, if no property 

loss or life threatening situations exist. 
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The Volunteer Fire Department Fund was created to provide matching grant monies to vol-
unteer fire departments to purchase equipment and make capital improvements. There are a 
few changes to the application requirements this year. 
 
⇒ Grant amount has increased to $30,000. 
⇒ Serves a response area of 12,000 or less in population. 
⇒ Have paid members to fill the equivalent of six full-time paid positions. 
 
The 2008 Volunteer Fire Department Fund Grant applications must be post marked by March 
1, 2008.     

2008 Volunteer Fire Department Fund Grant 
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◊ The Forbush Volunteer Fire Department held its annual dinner and awards banquet on January 
5th 2008. A special thanks goes to Yadkin Valley Seafood, The Depot, Forbush Fire Department 
Special Events Committee and many others that contributed their time and effort to assist with 
this dinner.  

 
◊ Forbush Fire Department would like to welcome aboard Luke Hubbard and Dale Couch as part 

time paid engineers.  
 
◊ Forbush VFD’s overall average response time to incidents has decreased from 9.5 minutes to 6.5 

minutes since the part time program started in August. 
 
◊ Forbush VFD had a total of 410 responses during 2007. 
 
    254—Fire/Rescue/Hazmat 
    156—Medical 
     
◊ Forbush VFD members had a total of 3,186 training hours for the department.  
 
◊  Of the fire incidents responded to, a total property value of $461,933 was threatened by fire. For-

bush had a fire loss of $134,973 with a total savings of $ 326,960. 

 
 
 

Forbush Fire Department 
Submitted By: Dale Couch  
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2007 Rookie Firefighter of the Year - Sam Hughes 2007 Firefighter of the Year - Sam Hughes 2007 First Responder of the 
Year - Sam Hughes 

2007 Chief’s Award - Dale Couch 2007 Cadet of the Year - Maegan Slater 
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New Feature Available  
on the National Weather Service Blacksburg Web Page 

Submitted By: Phil Hysell, National Weather Service 

 
The National Weather Service in Blacksburg is excited to announce a new feature on our web page that allows 
you to plan activities based on specific weather conditions. This feature is called the Weather Activity Planner 
and is located on the left hand column of our web site: www.weather.gov/blacksburg. (See image below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once selected, you enter what combination of weather conditions of interest for your specific area. In the ex-
ample below, we want to know if there will be any time over the next 7 days where the relative humidity will 
be 25% or less AND when 20 foot winds will be 20 MPH or greater. These are two of the five conditions 
needed for a Red Flag warning in North Carolina. 
 
    
 
 
 
                                                                                    
            (continued on page 9) 

P A G E  8  



National Weather Service Blacksburg  
(continued from page 8) 

 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
                                                                                                                                            
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
Once the weather elements of interest are entered, just select a location either on the map, or enter a latitude/
longitude value for a specific location.  Below is the output for our request. It shows near Boone, NC, relative 
humidity values will be 25 percent or less from noon to 6 pm Friday, and winds will be 20 mph or greater from 
9 pm Tuesday to 8 am Wednesday, but these two parameters will not occur simultaneously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, the next time you want to know when specific weather conditions are expected for your specific location, 
try our weather activity planner at: www.weather.gov/blacksburg. 
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Yadkin County  
Fire Marshal’s Office 
P. O. Box 1002 

213 East Elm Street 

Yadkinville, NC 27055 

Phone: 336-679-4231 

Fax: 336-679-2443 

E-mail: eweatherman@yadkincountync.gov 

• Always use generators outdoors, away from doors, windows and vents. NEVER use generators inside homes, garages, 
basements, crawl spaces, or other enclosed or partially enclosed areas, even with ventilation. 

• Follow the manufacturer's instructions for use. 
• Install battery-operated or plug-in (with battery backup) carbon monoxide alarms in your home, following the 

manufacturer's instructions. 
• Test CO detectors often and replace batteries when needed. 
• Keep the generator dry. Use on a dry surface under an open, canopy-like structure. 
• Dry your hands before touching the generator. 
• Plug appliances directly into the generator or use a heavy-duty outdoor-rated extension cord. Make sure the entire 

extension cord is free of cuts or tears and the plug has all 3 prongs, especially a grounding pin. 
• NEVER plug the generator into a wall outlet (known as back-feeding). This practice can cause an electrocution risk to 

utility workers and others served by the same utility transformer. 
• If you must connect a generator to house wiring, have a qualified electrician install appropriate equipment. Your utility 

company may be able to install an appropriate transfer switch as well. 
• Before refueling the generator, turn it off and let it cool. Fuel spilled on hot engine parts could ignite. 
• Always store fuel outside of living areas in properly labeled, non-glass containers. 
• Store fuel away from any fuel-burning appliance. 
 
Source: United States Fire Administration 

NEWS LETTER INFORMATION 
Submit news letter information to Eddie Weatherman 

eweatherman@yadkincountync.gov 

To receive a copy of the news letter, send email request. 
   

Portable Generator Safety 
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